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CONG LUAN BAO VA PHONG TRAO THO MOI

B Nguyén Thanh Thio*

TOM TAT

Sie ra doi va phdt trién manh mé ciia Tho moi vao thdp nién 30 cia thé ky XX
dd gay ra nhitng cudc tranh ludn gay gat giika tw tuong hién dai va truyén thong,
dai dién la Tho maoi va tho Puong. Cdc tac gia Tho moi voi su hién dai trong tw
tuong ciing nhuw hinh thirc dién dat déc dao di cho ra doi hang loat nhitng bai tho
gdy “chan dong” thi dan mede ta. Cude tranh lugn hang thip ky dy giita hai phdi
cang khang dinh manh mé hon sw thing thé ciia Tho méi la hop véi quy ludt ciia
thoi dai va nhu cau con nguoi.

Cong lugn bao - to bao dwoc khai sinh voi vai tro la mot to Cong bao cuia chinh
quyén thue dan thoi ky dau thuong c6 cdi nhin “khdt khe” véi Tho méi. Qua khdo
sdt cdc bai nghién ciku, phé binh vin chwong trén Cong ludn bdo, bai viét sé cung
cap thém cho nguoi doc géc nhin méi vé quan diém ciia to bao vé phong trao Tho
mdi va cugc tranh ludgn gitka tho moi va tho cil.

ABSTRACT
Cong luan bao and the Tho moi Movement

The formation and strong development of the so called Tho moi (the new Poet-
ry) in the 1930s provoked heated disputes between modern and traditional minds,
between those representing the Tho moi and those in favor of the classical Chinese
poetry. The authors of poetry in the style of Tho moi with their modern mindset and
unique form of writing created a groundbreaking new poerty. The several decades
ongoing disputation between the two opposing parties yet confirmed more and
more strongly the victory of the Tho moi movement, and, that the new poetry was
in accordance with the rules of times and human needs.

Cong luan bao was originally established as an organ of the colonial govern-
ment. Initially it strongly opposed the development of Tho moi. Our research on
the articles and literary criticisms published in the Cong luan bao will bring the
readers some fresh points of view on the newspaper’s position towards the Tho
Moi movement and the dispute between the “new” and the “old” poetry.

Trong lich sir phat trién cta vin hoc Viét
Nam, Tho méi ndi 1én trong giai doan dau nhitng
nim 30 cua thé ky XX nhu mot hién tugng van
hoc ddc biét nhét tr trude dén gio. Khong chi
tao ra mdt trao luu sang tac tho doc dao, hoan
toan khéac biét voi cac thé tho truyén thong, su
ra doi ctia Tho méi con ddy 1én cudc tranh ludn

* Hoc vién Cao hgc treong PH KHXH&NV TP.HCM
'"Phan Khoi, Phu nit tdn van, s6 122, ngay 10/3/1932.

hang chuc nam trén thi dan Viét Nam giira cac
thé hé nha Tho mi - cil. Cc cude “bit chién”
nay dién ra gay gt va quyét liét trén hau hét
céc trang bao c6 chuyén muyc tho van. Néu nhu
Phan Khéi 14 tac gia dau tién “cham ngoi” cho
cudc tranh luan nay bang bai Mot 16i Tho méi
trinh chanh giita lang tho' thi ngay sau do cac
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ciy bt phé binh ndi tiéng duong thoi nhu Thé
Lit (Phong héa, Ngdy nay), Hoai Thanh (Tiéu
thuyét thir bay, Trang An), Luu Trong Lu (Tdn
thiéu nién)... da 1én tiéng ting ho manh mé cho
phong trao nay. Bén canh do, c6 khong it nhiing
tac gia thu cyu ra sic phan dbi, doi tay chay
Tho moi. Nhiing to bao cho dang nhiing quan
diém khéc nhau nay ciing thudng c6 thai d6 kha
1d rang va nhit quan trong viéc ung ho hay bai
xich Tho méi.

Trong 46, Cong ludn bdo (Phién ban tiéng
Viét cua to L’Opinion) la mot trong nhiing to
thuong c6 bai viét ing hg manh mé cho... tho
cll. Tho mai trong quan niém cua Cong luan bao
chua hay va an twong nhur gia tri von c6 ctia no.
Céc tac gia cua to bao nay hay c6 thai do “vach
14 tim sdu” tr nhitng han ché budc dau cua Tho
méi, ho khong thira nhén sy sang tao madi me,
tich cyc cua cac tac gia co tu tudng méi. Nhitng
bai viét nay chiém dai da s6 cac bai phé binh vé
tho da cho thiy rd quan diém cua ban bién tap
Céng ludn bdo trong van dé tiép nhan Tho méi.

Cong luan bdo (1916 — 1939) ra doi 6 Nam
Ky véi vai tro 1a mot to cong bao cua chinh
quyén thue dan. Noi dung chinh dugc Cong ludn
phan anh thuong 1a thong tin vé chinh tri trong
nude va thé giéi; tinh hinh kinh té, xa hoi... Pic
biét, Céng ludn ludn danh “dat” cho cac bai viét
vé van chuong kha nhiéu. Nam 1932, to béo
mé thém muc “Cong lugn van chuong”. Qua
chuyén muc nay, cac tri thrc Nam Ky c6 thém
nhiéu co hoi thé hién nang lyc van chuong cua
minh qua cac chuong muc da dang, phong phu
nhu “Thi thoai”, “Dich tho Tay”, “Duwot bdo va
phé binh”, “Nhan dam”, “Chéi lan vuon cii” ...

Nhu da dé cap ¢ trén, trong khi phong trao
tranh luan Tho méi — cii dién ra trén khip nuée
ta luc bay gio, Cong ludn 1 td bao thién vé phe
thi cyu. Trong tit ca cac bai viét phé binh vé
phong trao Tho mai — cli ¢ nudc ta giai doan
1932 — 1938 dugc chung toi khao sat, hau hét
céc tac gia déu ca ngoi sy “my diéu” trong thé
tai ciia tho Puong luat va ché bai 16i Tho méi
“luot thuot, lat 160, khong thanh va khong thé

2Van Lang, Tho cii tho méi, s6 6532, ngay 5/5/1934.

ngdam lén dwoc ém di chit nao ™.

Tac gia Thiéu Hoa trong bai Cam tudng ciia
16i doi véi bai “Mot cude cdi cach trong thi ca”
ciia Lwu Trong Luw da thé hién rat rd tu tudng
chéng dbi véi Tho mai, 6ng khong nhin thay
dugc cai lang man hay an tugng doc dao gi tir
Tho méi ca: “Poc Tho mdi cua bon ong chung
16i ¢6 nhé chang qua chi nhé nhimg cdi ding
buon cuoi, dang khinh bi, noé chi lam mét ndo
ma théi. Nhw vdy ma cac ong doi danh dé tho
cil, khong so thién ha ho cwoi cho sao?... mcfy
cdu van swong sung, rong tuéch va mém nhiin
ciia ong khong thé givp cho thanh nién cé di
cde nhu yéu vé sw song: doi thanh no, rét dwoc
am 3. Quan diém “bao thu” ctia Thiéu Hoa da
phii nhan gan nhu toan bo nhitng nd lyc, ¢b gang
cach tan mdi mé cua Tho moi trong giai doan
dau, dong thoi ciing phii nhan ca nhimg nhu cau
boc 16 tinh cam va 1y twong thaim my clia mot
tang 16p xd hoi dwong thoi. Trude do, tac gia
Luu Trong Lu da thé hién rat rd hién trang cua
tho cii — Tho Puong luat lac bay gio trong bai
Mot cude cdi cach vé thi ca*. Ong goi nhiing
ngudi lam tho cii lac dy 1a “tho tho” — nhiing
nguoi khong danh dung nang luc cua minh vao
nhiing vi€c co ich lai di “phi hét cdi tai khéo cua
minh vdo nhitng thir g6 tap dda méi mot tir hoi
nao réi”... Thuc té d6 duoc khing dinh khi tho
Puong lic by gid da roi vao thoi ky thoai trao,
Duong thi khong con cho ra doi dugc nhirng tac
pham gié tri nhu truée nira. Nhimg khuon phép,
1& luat nghiém nghit cua lut thi, tuyét ci da
khong thé rang budc nhimng tdm hon, tu tudng
tu do rong m¢ trude thoi dai mai.

Khong thing thin ché bai Tho méi nhu
Thiéu Hoa, Van Hac (But danh khéc 13 Lé Van
Hoe — NTT chu thich) lai t6 thai do khong bang
long voi phong cach lam tho lang man, triu
tuong... cua cac nha Tho méi luc bay gio. Ong
tuyén bd: “Anh khong duwoc noi va viét mot
cach 16 mo khé hiéu... Ngwoi ta muon biét ré
anh di dwong nao, nham dich nao, ché khong
muon thay anh vica la mot nguoi thé nay, vira
la mét ngueoi thé khdc, duy tam mét ti, duy vit

3Thiéu Hoa, Cim twéng ciia téi doi voi bai “Mt cude cdi cach trong thi ca” ciia Luu Trong L, s6 6414, ngay

7/12/1933.
“Luu Trong Lw, Nguoi son nhdn, 9/1933.
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mot ti. Cdi thai do mu mo cua anh khong bao
gio lam cho nguoi ta vira long ddau! . La mot
trong nhiing cdy but phé binh chu luc cua Cong
lugn bao thap nién 30, Van Hac thuong xuyén
c¢6 nhidu bai viét vé& phé binh tho, tiéu thuyét...
c6 gid tri, gop phan dinh hudng thi hiéu ciia doc
gia cling nhu ¢6 nhimg gop ¥ thiét thyc cho gidi
sang tac. Tuy nhién, néu nhin nhan khach quan,
ta co thé thiy dwoc d6i chat “thiéu cong bang”
trong cach danh gia, nhan xét vé phong trao Tho
méi cta Véan Hac. Tiép ndi nhitng nhan xét Tho
méi “lo mo, khé hiéu” d6i véi tho cla Trang
Kiéu, Thiéu Son, Luu Trong Lu, Phan Khai,
Van Hac tiép tuc dwa ra ¥ kién cho rang Tho
méi da trd nén “tho sdo . Giai doan nhirng ndm
nay, Tho méi da rat ¢6 nhiéu thanh tuu ruc ro
trén khap ca nude. Hang loat cac tap Tho méi
ra doi: Yéu dwong (Pham Huy Thong), Mdy van
tho (Thé L), C6 gdi xudn (Pong H), Gdi qué
(Han Mic Ti)... cung nhiéu bai tho gia tri chua
duoc xuat ban thanh tap da tao nén tiéng vang
manh mé cho Tho méi. Tir 1936 tré di, Tho méi
da duoc day ¢ céc truong hoc. Vay ma trong bai
Tho méi da tro nén sdao®, Van Hac khong thura
nhan sy thang thé ctia Tho m&i trén cac dién dan
thi viin ctia ca nudc, tac gia cho rang Tho méi da
rat “sa0”: “Céch dién ta thi tir khong 1am nén tho
hay. Chiéc 40 méi khong thé 1am cho nang tho
tro nén tuoi, dep, manh mé va méi mé duoc, néu
nang tho gia lu khuy, yéu [udt thudt va oc hu lau
chura toan nhirng y tudng theo dudi...”.

Téac gia khong thira nhan su ra doi va phat
trién manh mé& cia Tho méi chinh 1a quy luét
phat trién tit yéu ctia van chuong va ca cua xa
hoi, da 1a mot cai nhin phién dién cua nguoi [am
phé binh vin chwong thoi ky méi. Khi mot thé
ché xa hoi méi duoc ra doi (Lic biy gio Nam
Ky tré thanh xt thudc dia, Bic Ky, Trung Ky
la xr bao ho cua thyc dan Phap) kéo theo hang
loat nhitng bién chuyén ciia co chu xa hoi, da
hinh thanh nhiéu tang 16p méi nhu tu san, tiéu tu
san... Dong thoi, nhitng tu twong va luan thuyét
hién dai, logic cta thyc dan dua vao nuoc ta da
lan 4t nhimg quan niém thu cyu hang trim nim

5Véan Hac, Cho nguedi ta hiéu, s6 7069, ngay 7/3/1936.
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qua ctia nhiéu Nho gia bao thi. Nhiéu nha duy
tan da 1én tiéng tng ho su phat trién chit quic
nglr cling vi d6 chinh la phuong tién thuan lgi,
don gian dé nhan dén ta hoc hoi su tién bo trong
khoa hoc, k¥ thuat, van héa... cua phuong Tay.
Su ra doi cua Tho méi tu do, phong khoang ddi
1ap han v6i nhitng nghiém luat khic khe ctia tho
Puong hoan toan dap tmg nhitng xu hudng tat
yéu 4y cta nhu ciu con nguoi va thoi dai. Van
Hac lai bién ho: “Tho cit, nguoi ta chan vi nghe
cil qud, quen qud, nguoi ta bé x6 day ma di vo
vap lay Tho méi, tuwong rang hé lam tho theo 16
Téy la hay hon lam tho theo 16i Tau. Nguwoi ta
twong lam rang tho theo hay hay do la tiiy theo
cdi kiéu cach lam tho. Thét ra nguoi ta chi bi cai
mai la no loi kéo, no doi lira™.

Su ché bai, cong kich ctia Van Hac (Lé Van
Hoe) d6i v6i Tho méi chua dimg lai & d6. Tac
gia con dua ra suy luan: Tho moi cua ta chi la
tho ¢6 phong ciia Tau®. Tuy dua ra nhimg dan
chimg 1a tho cia cac tac gia ndi tiéng Trung Hoa
nhu Ly Bach, Bach Cu Di, cho rﬁng ho “lam tho
tr do gidéng kiéu tho Tay” nhung Lé Van Hoe
lai “quén” d& cap dén diéu quan trong cua tho
d6 chinh la tu tuong, cbt céch... cua tac gia vao
mdi thoi ky lich sir khac nhau da chi phdi rat
nhiéu dén tinh than ciia mdi bai tho. Diéu lam
Tho méi khac han vé6i cac dong tho khéac trude
d6 vi tinh than ciing nhu ning luc coa mdi tac
gia 1a khong gidng nhau; ludn ludn trin tré doi
moi, sang tao v4i nhimg sy thay doi nho nhit
cua thoi cudc. Tim moi cach “ha bé” Tho mai,
L& Van Hoe dua ra nhan xét (va co 1€ khé nhan
dugc sy dong tinh cua thi dan lic bay gio): “Tho
16i méi cua ta, n6 tuy rap kiéu tho Tay thiét do,
nhung né van chi 1a tho 16i cii ciia Tau, 16i tho
ma ngudi Tau cho ring c6 tir thoi co, tir thoi
chua c6 tho Pudng, 16i tho ¢6 phong véy... Tho
m&i néu rap theo kiéu Téy, thi tho kiéu Tay co 1&
lim da rap theo kiéu tho ¢6 ciia Tau (c6 phong)
chd khong co gi la”.

O khia canh khac, Vuong Tir khong hy vong
vé su phat trién ctia Tho méi trong tuong lai, tac
gia cho rang Tho méi s& kho phé cap rong rii ra

SL& Van Hoe, Tho méi dd tré nén sdo, sb 7307, ngay 19/12/1936.

7Lé Vin Hoe, Thi thogi, sb 7644, ngay 5/3/1938.

88 Van Hoe, Tho mdi ciia ta chi la tho ¢ phong ciia Tau, s6 7753, ngay 15/7/1938.
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xa hoi vi Tho méi da thiéu “vé An Nam”. Téac
gia cam giac doc Tho mdi nhu “doc tho Tay
viét bang tiéng An Nam... thdy Tho méi hoi c6
vé Tau, béi thay sw ddy rdy nhitng thanh ngit
Tau... Thé Lit ngodi Bdc, Phi Yén trong Nam,
cing mét doan thi gia kiéu méi theo sau hai
nguweoi déu lam cho tho thiéu vé An Nam ™. “Vé
An Nam” theo Vuong Tt phai dugc cam nhan
1& rang nhu trong tho HO Xuén Huong hay tho
Nguyén Du. Tuy nhién, ban than mdi su vat trén
¢bi doi nay 1a mdi chinh thé doc 1ap va hoan toan
khac nhau. Van chuong lai [a mot loai hinh nghé
thuat doc dao va cang khong thé dwa 1én ban can
dé so sanh voi nhau nhu vay. Cach nhan dinh
van dé ciia Vuong T nhu véy ciing nhu cach so
sanh Tho méi voi tho Ly Bach, Bach Cu Di...
ciia Lé Vian Hoe that khap khiéng va guong ép!
Su pho bién sau rong ctia Tho méi cing su say
mé cua nhiéu thé hé ngudi doc trong chinh thoi
gian d6 va nhiéu ndm vé sau chinh 13 cu tra 10i
xac dang nhat cho sy thanh cong ciia Tho méi.
Qua khao sat cac bai phé binh trén Cong luan
béo, ta co thé dé dang thay nguoc lai véi sy “gay
kho d&” cho Tho méi, cac nha phé binh ngoi ca
vé dep cuia tho Puong mot cach gan nhu “tuyét
d6i”. Trong khi xu huéng chung cta xd hoi va
gi6i thi van luc by gio danh nhiéu sy quan tim
va tim hiéu vé Tho méi vi tho Puong luat da
khong con goi nén sy sang tao mai mé, doc
déo nao noi nguoi lam, Thir Khanh - mét trong
nhiing cdy but c6 tén tudi trén Cong luan lic biy
gi0 danh sy wu ai 10 rét cho Puong thi. Tac gia
khong chiu thira nhan thé tai tho Puong khong
chi hay 13 “hay” ma phai 1a “my diéu”. Vé cac
khia canh “my di€u tinh xd0” cua tho Puong,
Thtr Khanh chia lam 4 phuong di¢n: buc tra-
nh dep tuyét xao; khiic nhac rat 4m huong, tac
phim m§ nghé va mot thi thé co day tac phap.
Su ngoi ca 4y ngdp tran trong bai viét cua tac
gia: “Thé tai bat cii ludt Puong la mét thi thé
tinh xdo, tai tinh tuyét diéu: no day cho thi nhan
viea lam tho ranh, viea vé khéo. Vira théu dep,
vira don hay”"°. Dong thoi, Thir Khanh con dua
ra nhan xét Tho méi “phan nhiéu chua co thé tai

xung dang gi ca”, 6ng khuyén cac nha Tho méi
nén sang tao thém vé thé tai, dé Tho méi that
xtrng dang véi tén goi cua no.

Gop phan c¢b vii cho tho cii khong chi c6
timg c4 nhan viét bai cho Cong luan bdo ma con
la ca “ban bién tdp” - nhitng ngudi chu truong
cho ndi dung to bao. Trong s6 bao 7724, ngay
10/6/1938, Cong luan bao m¢d thém myc mai la
Chéi lan vuon cil trén chuyén trang Vian chuong
cong luan. Muc nay khuyén khich doc gia ciing
nhu nguoi yéu thich tho sang tac tho Puong gui
vé cho bao. Tac gia Linh Nhén, dai dién cho
“ban bién tap” da chu truong “nhitng bai Tho
mdi rong tuéch vo gid tri lam sao sanh dwoc voi
nhitng bai tho cii sau sdc thit hay... Pimg thdy
phong trao Tho méi dang bong bét, l6i Tho méi
phat trién mot cach ménh liét ma chwa chi cdc
ban da voi hitng ho voi Nang tho ci...’

Bén canh cac cudc tranh luén vé nhimng uu,
nhuoc diém cua Tho méi, Cong luan ciing c6
nhiéu y kién ciia cac tac gia gop ¥ mudn Tho
moi thay ddi, phai c6 hinh thtc, luat diéu phu
hop mé&i mong t6n tai duge. Van Lang tuy khong
1én tiéng phan béc lai nhitng cach tin m&i mé
cua Tho moi nhung lai 1a nguoi ung ho sy hoc
hoi ciia Tho méi déi voi tho cii. Cu thé hon, Vin
Lang mudn cac tac gia mai phai thuan thuc tho
cil, tor d6 moi tao dugc thoi quen trong sang tac
dé “dén chirng lam Tho méi, hé phdt ra ciu nao
tir nhién cdu dy ciing c¢6 am hwong nghe kéu lén
réo rdt, du dwong...”"". Trong tam thirc ciia Van
Lang ciing nhu nhiéu tic gia duong thoi, tho cii
— buong luat van ludn 1a hinh mau chuin muc
cho tho ca. Khong vi thé dd ¢6 nhimg cudc tranh
luan vé viéc can nén co hay khong ludt cho Tho
moi! Vé van dé nay, Hoan Thanh di c6 nhiing ¥
kién rat cu thé v6i mong mudn nho nhitng quy
tdc, niém luat mGi ma Tho méi s& hoan thién,
tinh xao hon: “Tho m&i ta dirng tuong la né déu
khéng c6 quy tdc niém ludt hét dau. Thé ndo
roi né ciing phdi c6. Pa la tho tat phdi ¢é quy
tic, niém ludt, mién la dimg chdt hep, bé budc
quad...”".

’

Vuong Tir, Tho méi ciia ta thiéu vé An Nam, s 7656, ngay 19/3/1938.

0Th Khanh, Cdi hay ciia tho cii, s6 6641, ngay 17/9/1934.
"Van Lang, Tho cii, Tho mdi, s6 6532, ngay 5/5/1934.

2Hoan Théanh, Thdo ludn vé “tho” ¢ nude ta ngdy nay, sb 6772, ngay 2/3/1935.
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Tu minh thao bd su “ngy tri” hang nghin
nam nay cua tho cii hoan toan khong phai la
diéu dé dang cho cac nha Tho méi. Tu tudng thi
cuu trong 161 song ciing nhu trong sang tac vin
chuong di “dam ré” trong tdm hon cia nhiéu
nha tho luc bay gio. Tinh trang d6 hoan toan c6
thé giai thich dugc cho sy phan khang déi voi
Tho méi ciing nhu ra strc ung hd, ting bdc cho
tho cii... Diéu éy lai cang duogc thé hién rd nét
hon & Cong luan bao. Vén 1a mot nha Nho thi
cuu voi nhitng quan diém thim my cii, viée phu
trach chi dao cho nhiéu bai viét cia muc Van
chuong Cong luédn trén Cong ludn bao lai cang
gitip Lé Van Hoe thé hién rd rét hon quan diém
ctia minh qua to béao. Khong khé dé nhan thay
15 quan diém kha “bao thu” nay cua to bio da
chju sy chi phdi khong nho tir Lé Van Hoe cing
cac cong su chung chi huéng. Giai doan thoéi
trao, nhuong lai “vuong vi” cho Tho mdi cua
tho Puong da dién ra hét stic gay can va quyét
liét Ia vi vay.
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Bén canh nhiing nét méi mé va doc dao cua
Tho méi, ta cling khong thé phi nhan mot sb
nhitng han ché ctia thé loai tho nay thoi diém
moi ra doi. Voi quan diém chu yéu 13 “nghé
thuat vi nghé thuat”, mot sb6 bai tho cua cac
tac gia vi chu truong lang man qua nén sa vao
nhitng ndi dung tiéu cuc, khong gén lién voi doi
song hién tai liic bay gio. Tuy nhién, ta van nhin
nhan thiy r& sy chi quan, thién léch ctia khong
it nha phé binh ciia Cong luan di gop phan khoi
day cac cudc “bit chién” trén thi dan luc bay
gio. Dic biét hon, cang c6 thém nhiéu cude “but
chién”, tranh luan... Tho méi cang hoan thién
hon nhitng han ché ciia minh va tho cii cang boc
16 ra nhitng yéu diém kho ma cai tao thém dugc
nira. Vi tri dimg dau thoi dai ciia Tho méi c6 thé
dy doan duoc. Tat nhién, cudc chién vé ndi dung
ctia Tho méi - ¢ii con ton hao khong it gidy muc
ctia cac nha phé binh lic bay gid ciing nhu dén
tan sau nay. Tuy nhién, vé co ban, Tho méi da
“théng” tho cil it nhat 14 vé hinh thirc ctia minh.
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